^ Under the Paperwork Reduction Ad of 1225. no person, 


, are required to respond to a roll. 
Application Number 


iction of information unless it displays a valid OMR rnntrnl n.f^cr / 
10/714,191 S \ 


^gvi^RANSMITTAL 
%\ FORM 


Filing Date 


November 14, 2003 




John Fritsch 


JUN 4 ^200S J 

(to be used fjaffll correspondence after initial filing) 


Art Unit 


3677 


Examiner Name 


Jeffrey Andrew Sharp 


%b &tamti&/oi Pages in This Submission | 518 


Attorney Docket Number 


12-9540-6520-0000-1 y 



ENCLOSURES (Check all that apply) 



Fee Transmittal Form 
EZI Fee Attached 

Amendment/Reply 
After Final 
EH Affidavits/declarationfs) 
Extension of Time Request 
Express Abandonment Request 
Information Disclosure Statement 

Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

Reply to Missing Parts/ 
Incomp 

□ 



□ Drawing(s) 

□ Licensing-related Papers 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



Petition 

Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 
Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence Address 

Terminal Disclaimer 
Request for Refund 
CD, Number of CD(s) 



Landscape Table on CD 
| Remarks ~~| 



After Allowance Communication to TC 



Appeal Communication to TC 
(Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief) 

Proprietary Information 

Status Letter 

Other Enclosure(s) (please Identify 
below): 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 



MacLeapaFogg Company 



Dana Andrew Alden 



| Re 9 N °- 1 4. 



CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 
the date shown below: 



\Typed or printed n 



Dana Andrew Alden 



Date June 27, 2006 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.5. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and1.14. This collection is estimated to 2 hours to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO -THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



v JUN 2 9 2006 



PTO/SB/17 (12-04v2) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0032 
S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



ffl Effective on 12/08/2004. 
\*^mmuajrfp^e Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2005 (H.R. 4818). 

T^EE TRANSMITTAL 

For FY 2005 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/714,191 


Filing Date 


November 14, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


John Fritsch 


|~| Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 


Examiner Name 


Jeffrey Andrew Sharp 


Art Unit 


3677 


^TOTAL AMOUNT OF PAYMENT | ($) 1 80.00 


Attorney Docket No. 


12-9540-6520-0000-1 J 



METHOD OF PAYMENT (check all that apply) 



□ 

Check CZ] Credit Card EZl Money Order EH None EZl Other (ph 
W\ Deposit Account Deposit Account Number: 50231 8 



Name: MacLean-Foqq Company 



For the above-identified deposit account, the Director is hereby authorized to: (check all that apply) 
[7]charge fee(s) indicated below Q charge fee(s) indicated below, except for the filing fee 

[3 S^CFR f 16 n a a ld e i e( 1 S 7° r Underpaymen ' S ° f fee(s) H Credit an V overpayments 



FEE CALCULATION 



1. BASIC FILING, SEARCH, AND EXAMINATION FEES 



Application Type 



FILING FEES 

Small Entity 
FeeJSj Fee ($) 



SEARCH FEES 

Small Entity 
feejil Fee (t) 



EXAMINATION FEES 
Small Entity 
Fee ($) Fee ($) 



Utility 


300 


150 


500 


250 


200 


100 


Design 


200 


100 


100 


50 


130 


65 


Plant 


200 


100 


300 


150 


160 


80 


Reissue 


300 


150 


500 


250 


600 


300 


Provisional 


200 


100 


0 


0 


0 


0 



2. EXCESS CLAIM FEES 
Fee Description 

Each claim over 20 (including Reissues) 
Each independent claim over 3 (including Reissues) 
Multiple dependent claims 
Total Claims Extra Claims Fee ($) Fee Paid ($) 

- 20 or HP = x = 

HP = highest number of total claims paid for, if greater than 20. 
Indep. Claims 

fHP = 



Small Entity 
Fee ($) 

25 
100 
180 

Multiple Dependent Claims 
Fee ($) Fee Paid ($) 



Fee ($) 



200 
360 



Fee Paid ($) 



HP = highest number of independent claims paid for, if greater than 3. 
I. APPLICATION SIZE FEE 

If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets of paper (excluding electronically filed sequence or computer 
listings under 37 CFR 1.52(e)), the application size fee due is $250 ($125 for small entity) for each additional 50 
sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s). 

Total Sheets Extra Sheets Number of each additional 50 or fraction thereof Fee ($) Fee Paid (SI 



4. OTHER FEE(S) 

Non-English Specification, $ 1 30 fee (no small entity discount) 
Other (e.g., late filing surcharge): Thefee set forth in Section 1.1 7(p) 



SUBMITTED BY 


/'/ S7 . 


Signature 




Telephone (847 ) 9 70 -4645 


Name (Print/T ype) 


Dana Andrew Alden 


Date June 27, 2006 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.136. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 30 minutes to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 




Via Express 1 st Class Mail 
Our File No. 12-9540-6520-0000-1 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



John Fritsch 
10/714,191 
November 14,2003 
U-Nut Fastening Assembly 
Jeffrey Andrew Sharp 
3677 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited with United States Postal 
Service with sufficient postage as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box, 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on June 27, 
2006. 

Dana Andrejy Alden 

.46,475 





Date: ItMOb 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

Please enter the remarks as set forth below. 
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REMARKS 

In accordance with M.P.E.P. § 609, 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants tender 
herewith an information disclosure statement containing references, which may be 
material to patentability of the present invention. 

As required, Applicants have included a copy of each foreign patent document 
and each non-patent publication. With respect to the requirement for a concise 
explanation of the relevance of information not in English, Applicants followed the 
following procedure. For each non-English document, Applicants first attempted to 
acquire a corresponding English version of the complete document. See, M.P.E.P. § 
609.04(a) III. Where a corresponding English version of the complete document was 
unavailable, Applicants then attempted to acquire an English version of the Abstract. 
See. M.P.E.P. § 609.04(a) III. Where an English version of the Abstract was not 
available, Applicants then attempted to provide the office action or search report, wherein 
the reference was cited. See, M.P.E.P. § 609.04(a) III. Where neither of the foregoing 
were available, Applicants prepared a rough translation of the document. See, M.P.E.P. § 
609.04(a) III. 

Please be advised, that Applicants were unable to acquire copies of the following 
documents, which may be material to patentability of the present invention: 

1. JP 51-124573; 

2. IT 636531; 

3. JP 59-54971; 

4. JP 56-148116; and 

5. JP 63-152822. 

With respect to JP 56-1481 16 and JP 63-152822, however, Applicant encloses, 
immediately following this page, a translation of the office action wherein they were 
cited, as well as a translation of a portion of each document. 

Applicant would appreciate the Examiner considering each reference on the 
enclosed information disclosure statements. If the Examiner has any questions, 



comments, or requests in relation to the enclosed, please do not hesitate to contact 
Applicants' representative. 



Dated: June 27, 2006 



Respectfully Submitted, 




(Reg. No. 46,475) 
MacLean-Fogg Company 
1000 Allanson Road 
Mundelein, Illinois 60060 
(847) 970-4645 



Translation of the Office Action 

The invention claimed in claims 1 through 9 of the present 
application is considered to have been easily made on the basis of 
the inventions described in the following publications which were 
circulated in Japan prior to the filing of the present application, 
and therefore the invention is considered unpatentable in view of 
the provisions of Article 29, Para 2. of the Patent Law. 

REFERENCES 

(1) Japanese Utility Model Laid-open JP-U-A-56-148116 ( 1981 ) 

(2) Japanese Utility Model Laid-open JP-U-A-63-152822 ( 1988 ) 

(3) Japanese Patent Laid-open JP-A-54-147349 ( 1979 ) 

(4) Japanese Patent Laid-open JP-A-62- 176828 ( 1987 ) 

(5) Japanese Patent Laid-open JP-A-61-192915 ( 1986 ) 

Remarks : 

® With respect to claims 1 to 9: 

(1) References 1: See the shape of a covering body 1 in which a 
nut body 4 is disposed. With a bolt threaded through the nut body 4, 
the bolt is threadedly cut into a bore 2 of the covering body 1. 
This prevents the bolt from loosening. 

(2) References 2: See the structure for retaining a leaf spring 
13. 

(3) References 3: See the structure for covering a soft packing 4 
with a plastic cap 5. 

(4) It is a well known matter to retain a nut and the like with 
a circular rib ( see references 4 and 5 ). 

(5) It is merely a matter of engineering design to provide a 
circular rib for retaining a washer. 



3 



Translation of the relevant portions of reference 1 
( Japanese Utility Model Publication JP-U-A-56-148116 ( 1981 )) 

(1) References 1 discloses a nut comprising a covering body 1 in 
which and a nut body 4 is disposed. The covering body 1 is made of 
hard plastic material. The nut body 4 of metal is embedded in the 
covering body 1 at its lower end and includes an internal threads 
3, a pitch diameter of which is substantially the same as the inner 
diameter of the bore 2 of covering body 1. 

With a bolt threaded through the nut body 4, the bolt is 
threadedly cut into a bore 2 of the covering body 1. Thus this 
prevents the bolt from loosening due to the elasticity of the hard 
plastic material. 



Translation of the relevant portions of reference 2 
(Japanese Utility Model Publication JP-U-A-63-152822 ( 1988 )) 

Reference 2 discloses a nut for a bolt for retaining a 
corrugated plate. A plastic cap 1 includes an annular groove 6 
formed therein. A threaded member 3 is fixed within the cap 1 so 
that it can not rotate relative to the cap 1. An elastic disk-shaped 
abutment plate 7 is inserted in the groove 6 for rotation. A leaf 
spring 13 is interposed between the abutment plate 7 and the 
threaded member 3 and freely received in the groove 6. A through 
hole 14 for a bolt is centrally formed in the leaf spring 13. 

A hook bolt 2 is threaded into the threaded member 3 with the 
upper surface of the abutment plate 7 abutting against the lower 
surface of the elastic plate 13. 
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